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Chairwoman of the Forum Alpbach Network

President of the European Forum Alpbach

We are a network of young, motivated and diverse
people who share their passion for a democratic and
peaceful world. We are a network whose roots were
set at the European Forum Alpbach but which has
grown out of Alpbach all over Europe and beyond.
We are looking back at a FANtastic year 2017. A
year that allowed us to welcome two new members
to the network: Club Alpbach Georgia and Club
Alpbach Sweden - so happy to have you on board!
The FAN provided an superb, diverse and stimulating programme at the Forum and during the year,
and I would like to take this opportunity to thank
you for your ambitious, comprehensive work in
your regions on behalf of the FAN Board.
The 17 days in Alpbach fly by, but we continue our
work during the year in various regions all over the
world. You, the 27 FAN Ambassadors and 34 FAN
Clubs/IGs host numerous events and secure the
continued existence of the network. You can get
your own impression browsing through this report.
Behind the large number of FAN-scholarship-holders in Alpbach and the various FAN-events lies
extensive groundwork, also when it comes to raising funds - A task that can sometimes be very
tough but rewarding in the end.
Together with the FAN Advisory Board Members,
the FAN Scientific Advisory Board Members and
FAN Standing Committee we, the FAN Board, are
raising our voices to seek for new ways of participation of the whole Network at the Forum’s official
activities. We are a fundamental and progressive
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pillar of the Forum’s body.
We held two successful FAN conferences in Vienna
and Belgrade and aim to develop even more focused and participatory conferences, each focusing
on an overarching theme.
To most of us, meeting every year at the European Forum Alpbach definitely feels like a big family
reunion. The often cited spirit of Alpbach lies in
all the individual people and the ideas and projects
that we work on together. It is much more than
the intellectual exchange between each other at
the Forum and during the year. We are volunteers
that, no matter how controversial our standpoints
might, raise our young voices in dialogue - and that
is one of our biggest assets and motivators for our
countless voluntary hours for this network.
For the coming year I would like our whole network to stay future-optimistic, passionate and creative in developing new ideas for an united, shared
and peaceful Europe. Let us continue to be leaders
in solidarity, when others fail to show empathy.
Thank you all again for your efforts and have fun
while reading.
Yours,
Lisa Charlotte Sonnberger

To see the hunger for knowledge and the commitment brought by hundreds of scholarship-holders
from all over the world to Alpbach every year is
always impressive. Their fresh ideas, visions and
ways of thinking shape each European Forum Alpbach and make a significant contribution to the
unique atmosphere. It’s not only us organisers who
appreciate this breath of fresh air but also all of our
speakers.

I’d like to thank all my colleagues working in the
Forum Alpbach Network, from the Board via the
Standing Committee to the Clubs and Ambassadors, for their commitment and effective cooperation. You are the reason why we have no fears for
the future of the European Forum Alpbach.

This “Spirit of Alpbach” is backed up by our colleagues in the Forum Alpbach Network – without
whose voluntary work it would be impossible for us
to attract such a diverse group of scholarship-holders. The Forum Alpbach Network is a strong voice
for the younger generation, embodying in its work
those values that the Europe of tomorrow so urgently needs: openness, far-sightedness and critical,
but always constructive, dialogue. From working
in the committees to looking after the hundreds
of scholarship-holders – the representatives of the
Forum Alpbach Network breathe life into the “Spirit of Alpbach” and carry it out into the world. It’s
only this that makes it possible for the projects, initiatives and friendships born in Alpbach to be able
to take effect and grow further. The significance of
this work is enormous, which is why we plan to
further support the Forum Alpbach Network and
incorporate it even more closely into the European
Forum Alpbach.
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Our Mission
Our mission is to serve as a hub for Clubs,
Initiative Groups and Alpbach Scholarship holders. We want to strengthen the
European Idea by connecting people
from different backgrounds and supporting them in their own projects.
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The Forum Alpbach
Network
The Forum Alpbach Network is made up
of Clubs and Initiative Groups (IGs) from
more than 30 regions. The Clubs and IGs
are youth organizations that share the Forum’s core values and intentions and are
awarding scholarships to young people
from their region. They also host regular
panel discussions, talks or other events.
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FAN Board 2016/2017

FAN Conferences 2017

Lisa Sonnberger
Chairwoman
• Coordination of FAN
General Assembly, FAN
Board and FAN Advisory
Boards and FAN Standing
Committee

• Communication towards
EFA Board, EFA Council,
EFA General Assembly
• Diversity
• FAN Standing Committe
strategy and support

Raphael Wurm
Member of the Board
• Communication to
Clubs and IGs
• (Re)vitalization of Clubs
• Ambassador programme

• FAN strategy
• Projects
• Conferences

Benjamin Monsorno
Member of the Board
• Social media strategy and
content creation

Florian Altendorfer
Member of the Board
• Layout / CI
• Website
• Newsletters
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• Technical administration
• Photos & videos
• Printdesigns

• Finance
• Communication

Fall Conference Vienna, 13th to 15th January - hosted by IG Vienna
The first conference 2017 was held in
Austria and hosted by IG Vienna, who
had taken it upon them to not only host
the fall conference but also form the Standing Committee, all while celebrating
their 10th anniversary as a Club.
After a get together at a typical Heurigen
on Friday, we spent Saturday with discussions focusing on the most important
network topics, providing crucial updates
and some first information on the upcoming Forum. The following party at one
of Vienna’s finest locations, Tanzcafé Jenseits, was described as “memorable” by
those who remembered, and “spectacular” by those who did not.
Sunday saw an open Forum and general
feedback session before the participants
were heading off to their homes all across
Europe.

and were focusing on pressing organizational matters.
The conference was kicked off by a panel
discussion on EU enlargement and was
followed by stimulating discussions and
group talks on numerous topics, ranging
from Club Presentations to the Diversity
Charter.
Of course it would not be a CA Belgrade event if there was no social program
- and oh boy did they deliver! After a Friday night dinner that might have turned
a number of people vegan, we enjoyed a
scenic bus ride through Belgrade that was
followed by yet another amazing dinner.

Spring Conference Belgrade, 26th to 28th
May - hosted by CA Belgrade
The Belgrade conference marked the beginning of a new approach towards the
Network conferences. For one, it had an
overarching theme - Lost in cooperation? - that was used to create the sessions.
Also, Hot Topic sessions were introduced
that were held in parallel to the program
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Club Alpbach Steiermark

IG Wien

Contact:
President (Club):
President (IG):

office@castmk.at iggraz@castmk.at
Prof. Herwig Hösele
Antonia Schirgi

Contact:
President (Club):
Board Members:

Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

Austria
Graz
1977
50 / 12
350
www.castmk.at

Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

IG Graz-Leoben, the Styrian alumni-organization,
is part of Club Alpbach Styria. During EFA16 we
hosted the tenth annual Speakers’ Night on the
topic “Generation ‘what’. Generation of empty
hashtags or solid values?” with changed procedures
and rules as compared to the previous years. Ten
speakers presented their three-minute talks and
were rewarded points ranging from one to ten by
a renowned jury consisting of Kathryn List (head
of jury), Pascal Lamy, Cornelia Primosch, Sonja Puntscher-Riekmann, Klaus Unterberger and
Gregor Woschnagg. Furthermore, we hosted the
Styrian Clubbing and co-hosted the Isac Odei Soccer Tournament together with Club Lower Austria
The traditional Soccer Tournament was renamed to
“Isaac Odei” cup to honour a scholarship holder
who died during EFA15.
In addition to contributing to EFA, Club Alpbach
Styria and IG Graz-Leoben maintain the “Spirit of
Alpbach” throughout the year by organizing different events. Between EFA16 and EFA17 Club
Alpbach Styria hosted various discussions, such as
•
“Quo Vadis USA?”, with Hannelore Veit
(co-hosted by Joanneum Research and the
Regional Government of Styria);
•
“Autonomes Fahren und Testregion Alp.lab”
(Autonomous driving and test region Alp.
lab), with Horst Bischof;
•
“Das Beste in der Musik steht nicht in den
Noten” (The best in music cannot be found
in the notes), with Dirk Kaftan and Bernhard
Rinner;
•
“Der Balkan und die Ukraine, Nachzügler
in Europa?” (The Balkans and the Ukraine,
latecomers in Europe?), with Christian Wehrschütz;
•
“Konflikt und Kooperation: EU(ROPA) –
USA” (Conflict and cooperation: EU(ROPE)
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– USA), with Christopher Drexler, Stephen
A. Hubler, Alexander Tessmar-Pfohl and Ellen L. Zechner.
Furthermore, Club Alpbach Styria, together with
the Regional Government of Styria, organized the
„Geist & Gegenwart Whitsun Dialogue 2017“ on
the topic “Europe.USA.3.0 – Values.Interests.Perspectives” which took place in Seggau Castle from
31st of May to the 2nd of June this year. Speakers
were, amongst others, John L. Allen, Jr., Erhard
Busek, Fritz Fekete, Daniel S. Hamilton, Eva Nowotny, Hannelore Veit.
The alumni organized various meetings too. After
EFA16 we hosted monthly informal meetings. Additionally, we organized various trips, like guided
tours to the famous “Grazer Schloßberg” or to our
members from Leoben, where we visited the city
and the Gösser brewery. Just before Christmas we
met for our traditional Christmas party.
Early in 2017 we started the preparation for
EFA17. To promote our scholarship program we
send out information to all Styrian up-and-coming
young scientists. Additionally we hosted informative meetings at different universities, namely
University of Graz, Graz University of Technology, University of Music and Performing Arts Graz,
Montanuniversität Leoben, Medical University of
Graz, and also universities of applied sciences, FH
Joanneum and CAMPUS 02.
After our scientific commission selected this years’
scholarship holders, we held two preparatory meetings prior to EFA17. Once in Alpbach we organized a first welcoming and get together prior to the
opening of the forum. During EFA17 we are again
hosting the Speakers’ Night as well as co-hosting
the Isaac Odei cup.

vorstand@ig-wien.at
Simone Berg
Hannah Zach, Simon Nagy, Victoria Beninger, Goran Maric, Laura Estl, Sonja Riegler
Austria
Wien
2006
18 / 10
150
www.ig-wien.at

2017 was a very special year for IG Wien.
Founded in 2007, we had our 10-year anniversary,
which we tried to commemorate very intensively.
It began with our former president Vinzent Rest,
who volunteered to be head of IG Wien’s Standing Committee, which had a huge impact on the
EFA17’s program. Along with
7 former scholarship holders
he managed to introduce
entirely new topics to the Forum like the “International
Evening Reversed”, Voguing
Workshops, Mini Cinema,
Mz Baltazar’s Lab and the
“Harassment is*not tolerated
here” campaign.
Throughout
the year, we
collected
memories,
photos and
stories
of
IG
Wien
that
came
together to
our “Maturazeitung”. On the 8th of June 2017, exactly 10
years after IG Wien’s founding, we celebrated the
anniversary by wrapping up the last 10 years with
many former founding members, board members
and scholarshop holders, accompanied by wonderful music powered by Schmusechor.

Last but absolutely not least, we
traveled to Alpbach together
with 15 bright
and curious pioneer scholarship holders and
3 returners. We held many fireside talks with chancellor Christian Kern, Minister Jörg Leichtfried,
Ulrike Lunacek, Rector Edeltraud Hanappi-Egger
and many more.
This year again
IG Wien organized an action:
Challenge your
speakers tried
to support a
much
more
critical discourse in Alpbach.
We distributed
handouts about
the speakers before their panels. This The campaign was intended to should empower, especially
younger people in the audience, to pose critical
questions by having a small preview of the person
speaking on the panel.
(www.challengeyourspeakers.eu)
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Club Alpbach Georgia

Club Alpbach Salzburg

Contact:
President:
Vice President:

clubalpbachgeorgia@gmail.com
Ana Vachadze
Nino Tsagareishvili

Contact:
President:

info@club-alpbach-salzburg.org
Julia Brugger

Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:

Georgia
Tbilisi
2017
8/0
3

Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

Austria
Salzburg
2011
26 / 10
94
www.club-alpbach-salzburg.org

As a first step of founding Club Alpbach Georgia
in 2016, EFA alumni Ana Vachadze and Tamar
Taralashvili conducted information campaign in
Georgia in order to promote European Forum Alpbach and make more people interested and motivated to apply for it.
Club Alpbach Georgia was officially registered as
a non-governmental organization in Georgia In
March 2017 and recently we have a solid
team of dedicated members looking forward to our
future joint activities.
Through the operational period, Club Alpbach Georgia within its authority settled tight cooperation
with different universities:
•
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University;
•
Caucasus International University;
•
International Law Institute.
•
Non-governmental organizations:
•
International Centre for Peace and Integration;
•
Young Diplomats Club of Georgia;
•
UN Youth Delegate-Georgia.
Club Alpbach Georgia has deepened its contacts with International Law Student Association
– Georgia and made a great progress for further
development. Above-mentioned cooperation included choosing the worthy scholarship candidates
based on their academic attendance and successful
participation in student conferences.
In the framework of the Information Campaign
the following activities were conducted:
4 Information Sessions were organized:
•
2 meetings at Tbilisi State University (with
the help of Young Diplomats Club of Georgia);
•
1 meeting at Caucasus International University and 1 meeting a Generator 8. 9 – a social
bar and co-working space;
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•

Promoting presentations of EFA during international law programs by our board member
Vazha Datuashvili.

During the information sessions, Ana Vachadze and Tamar Taralashvili made presentations on
European Forum Alpbach, starting from a general
overview and history, followed by the event description and application procedures. The meetings were wrapped up with Q&A. Also the appropriate Internet platform was created through which
applicants could communicate with Club Alpbach
Georgia and get all the relevant information regarding application and selection processes.
According to the statistics there were 255 interested students used the service. Our success was
that 6 actual participants were chosen by EFA and
ADA. Considering all the above said Club Alpbach
Georgia activities should be evaluated as a great
success in aspects of:
•
Spreading the information about the EFA;
•
Helping potential participants applying for
the forum;
•
Establishing links both with public and private sectors;
•
Promoting active social lifestyle among youth.
Club Alpbach Georgia team hopes that we will
continue fulfilling our goals and become competent representatives within the territory of Republic of Georgia.

last spot. Other events we launched were
a “sleigh” event in our beautiful mountains, our by now famous Christmas party on the 23rd of December, our monthly
get-togethers and the meet and greet with
our 16 brandnew scholarshipholders in
June.
Last but not least we are looking forward
to our fireside talks with renowned guests,
the SalzNieder party (together with Club
The club year of 2016/17 started with a
big change in the board of the Club Alpbach Salzburg, as many of our long-served and beloved board members left. But
luckily we found perfect replacements
and so could commence this period with
new energy and ideas.
In line with this year’s EFA topic we decided to organize a public penal discussion
which focused on Russia and the USA
and their “special” relationship which was
largely influenced by the recent presidential election. As it seems we had our finger on the
pulse of time as the lecture hall was filled to the

Lower Austria) and our annual scholarship ceremony and many other fun Alpbach activities, such
as the amazing sunrise hike onto Gratlspitz or the
hike to the Zottaalm. There we will proudly cheer to this successful club-year
with a delicious Löffelmilch!
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IG Alpbach Romania (IGAR)
Contact:
President:
Vice President:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:

ig.alpbach.romania@gmail.com
Olivia Dejeu
Oana Scutea
Florian Kasslatter, Anca Hociota,
Mihairla Corsatea
Romania
Bucharest
2013
7/2
12

In 2016 we struggled with money and getting
sponsorships. We had various meetings with potential sponsors and institutions but none successful,unfortunately.
We are redesigning our club now and we just want
to involve active members. Also we are currently re
thinking our team and strategy so that we ensure
the IG‘s continuity even without the „pioneers“
within the team.
Last year was marked also by the biggest protests
in Romania since the Revolution in the 90‘s so
we were all very involved in that, fighting for our
rights and against a corrupt gvt.
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Club Alpbach Niederösterreich
Contact:
President:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

info@club-alpbach.at
Franz Zöchbauer
Ch. Macho, J. Grames, B. Bonelli, J.Busch,
S. Sladek, S. Hörmann, G. Klöckler,
A. Bredl, A. Brandstätter, M. Groiss
Austria
Niederösterreich
2001
42 / 22
350
www.club-alpbach.at

Being able to celebrate the 15th anniversary of
Club Alpbach Niederösterreich in Alpbach was a
great experience for us at the EFA 2016.
Equally enjoyable was our official anniversary celebration in November, where members, friends and
supporters of our club enjoyed a great evening.

Our yearly scholarship award ceremony was another great opportunity to bring former and current
scholarship holders together.
It was a foretaste of the great time, fireside talks,
discussions and activities the European Forum Alpbach 2017 was going to bring.

2016/17 was also a year of change, as a lot
of board and executive team positions were
handed over to other people.
However, the process was handled successfully and we were able to provide a great
bunch of new students with scholarships
as well as continue with our events throughout the year.
We established a new format, called Level
Up, where Club members and friends can
try out or acquire a new skill. This was particularly enjoyable for us.
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Kyiv Initiative Group Alpbach
Contact:
President:
Vice President:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:

olena.drost@gmail.com
Olena Drost
Dmytro Voiuta
Natalka Lukianets, Mariana Semehen, Ludmila Zdorovets,
Ukraine
Kyiv
2012
14 / 4
13

Club Alpbach Oberösterreich
Contact:
President:
Vice Presidents:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

katharina.metzbauer@alpbach-ooe.org
Katharina Metzbauer
Benedikt Polzer
Nora Katona, Lisa Panhuber, Jürgen
Stolzlechner
Austria
Linz
2002
11 / ?
122
www.alpbach-ooe.org

The past year was charaterized by the change of the
board. Only two of the old board members stayed and now a whole new energized board organizes the life and the activities of the Club Alpbach
Upper Austria. The group-building and getting to
know structures and people were the main task of
the first half of the new period. A lot of cooperation activities were being hold, e.g. participation of
club members and organisation of World Café at
the IAUP Conference 2017 in Vienna in July 2017
(co-hosted by one of our sponsors).

Other activities were get-togethers at the christmas
markets in Linz and Vienna, an excursion to the
former Concentration Camp in Mauthausen, an
excursion to „Verfassungsgerichtshof“ in Vienna
and the annual scholarship program.

The III-rd Scholarship Program for the IDP from
Eastern Ukraine and Crimea.
HR Forum for students and young professionals
with the Austrian business in Ukraine
Austrian Ukrainian Days & Panel discussion with
Dr.Busek
Presentations of the scholarships from the EFA and
KIGA.
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Club Alpbach Sweden
Contact:
President:
Vice President:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Website:

team@clubalpbachsweden.org
Emma Engman
Georg Präauer
Gustaf Andersson, Elin Waldenström,
Ksenia Goroshchuk, Rebecca Rix
Sweden
Stockholm
2016
5/5
8
www.clubalpbachsweden.org

Until EFA 2015 Sweden was a blank spot on the
EFA map. In autumn 2015, three Austrian Alpbach Ambassadors started spreading the word
about EFA in Sweden, which led to five Swedish
scholarship holders participating in EFA 2016. After discussions during the forum and a follow-up
meeting in Sweden the decision was taken to form
a Club. At the FAN winter conference 2017 in Vienna, the club was officially confirmed by FAN and
EFA. Five board members of Club Alpbach Sweden as well as four new EFA scholarship holders
from Sweden will participate in EFA 2017.
Club Alpbach Sweden, promotes the spirit of the
European Forum Alpbach (EFA) in Sweden and
brings a Swedish perspective to the EFA by assisting students and young professionals to take part
in the shaping of a sustainable Europe for future
generations.
Furthermore, the club works to:
•
encourage exchange of knowledge and experience in interdisciplinary and diverse groups;
•
promote an open, integrative and tolerant
mindset towards discussing contemporary issues and European development;
•
encourage the inclusion of sustainability as a
key factor in the political and economic agenda as well as in the operations and activities
of the club.
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Club Alpbach Trentino
Contact:
President:
Vice Presidents:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

info@clubalpbachtn.it
Francesca Valentini
Stefania Paolazzi
Alberto Gianera, Fabio Parola, Giovanni Palla, Marcantonio Piredda, Stefano Brunello
Italy
Trento
2013
14 / 7
25
www.clubalpbachtn.it

Throughout the whole academic year 2016/2017,
Club Alpbach Trentino engaged in the organization of many different events in its region.
From October until May, it organized a weekly
film screening and debate, where students enrolled
at the University of Trento could meet, share their
views and analyze diverse topics from literature to
psychology.
In November, Club Alpbach Trentino organized a
2-days international conference titled „Europe and
Migration: crossing borders or staying?“. The conference was a big success and was attended by many
international experts and local students.
In December, Club Alpbach Trentino invited the
director of the film „If only I were that warrior“ to
present his work as a première in Trento. The film
screening was followed by a discussion about the
sensitive topics of colonialism and fascism.
In spring, Club Alpbach Trentino cooperated with
other local associations and university students to
give rise to a project related to migration and Italian migratory routes.
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Club Alpbach Vorarlberg
Contact:
President:
Vice President:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Website:

club@club-alpbach-vorarlberg.at
Samuel Greber
Samuel Barwart
Flora Fessler, Hannah Müller, Tobias
Dür, Kilian Dorner
Austria
Egg
2009
28 / 14
74
www.club-alpbach-vorarlberg.at

Last year has been yet another exciting year for
Club Alpbach Vorarlberg (CAV). After the redesign
of our ‘corporate’ identity last year, we aimed at revising our vision and mission as a steadily growing
club, together with a team of members. This went
hand in hand with editing the statutes and other
matters (e.g. criteria for scholarships etc.). Most
importantly, we yet again managed to get a great
group of scholarship holders for the EFA17.

Besides, we plan to host a major event in
Vorarlberg together with one of our sponsors later this year, with the objective of
offering all our sponsors a platform in the
region and increasing brand awareness of
CAV. Simultaneously, we initiated a CAV
ambassador program for certain cities to
promote networking throughout the year
and we hosted a number of events together
with active members (e.g. CAV-Freitag,
Welcoming, Homecoming, etc.).

sors after one
sponsor
unexpectedly decided
not to support us
anymore and we
expect at a slightly positive result
at the end of the
year. Overall, this
was another good
year for
CAV, in
which we learned a lot and we already look
forward to facing next year’s challenges.

Club Alpbach Tirol
Contact:
President:
Vice Presidents:
Board Members:

info@clubirol.or.at
Veronica Rungger
Thomas Wieser, Matthias Schwaiger
Florian Heiß, Alexander Pali

Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

Austria
Innsbruck
1998
18 / 3
100
www.clubirol.or.at

The past year was a very exciting one for the Club
Alpbach Tirol (CAT). At the European Forum
Alpbach (EFA) 2016 we had the pleasure to (co-)
host several events and fireside talks with fascinating people, such as Mr. Markus Langes-Swarovski
(Managing Director of Swarovski KG) and Mr.
Richard Pichler (Special Representative for External Affairs of SOS Children’s Villages International). As always, the cooperation with the other
Clubs, especially Club Alpbach Südtirol/Alto
Adige (CASA) and Club Alpbach Vorarlberg, was
exceptional.
After unforgettable days in Alpbach, CAT started preparing for the next EFA, which included
attending the Forum Alpbach Network Winter
and Spring Conferences, as well as promoting the
scholarships at the Career & Competence Fair, the
A21Digital Lech Summit, the Management Center Innsbruck, the FH Kufstein and the University
of Innsbruck. Amongst many great events hosted,
one highlight was the focus on European Mobility, including a fireside talk with Ms. Ingrid Felipe
(Vice-Governor of Tyrol, Federal Spokeswoman
of the Green Party) and a visit to the Brenner-Basis-Tunnel with CASA. The last year was great, we
can’t wait to shape the years ahead of CAT.

Ultimately, we managed to find new spon-
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Club Alpbach Senza Confini

Club Alpbach Liechtenstein

team@senza-confini.com
Vesna Kuralt
Edita Turičnik, Maria Maddalena Lorubbio
Steinkellner Barbara, Caputi Costanza, Lorubbio Chiara, Cesare Caretta,
Scottini Marco, Curci Marcello, Kuchling Johanna, Bönisch Eva, Kandolf Nikolaus, Lindermuth Alina, Smoliner Martin
Country:
Austria
City:
Klagenfurt
Founding Year:
2003
Scholarships (total/returner): 28 / 12
Number of members:
300
Web:
www.senza-confini.com
As the name of our club suggests, our club in not
only an Austrian club. We cover the Alpe-Adria
region and extend to Slovenia and northern Italy.
Last year was very eciting for us because our board
grew doubled in size. In addition to more active
social media and redesign of our website, we approached sponsors more professionally and managed
to raise more money. Hence, we are bringing more
scholarship holders to Alpbach this year. Moreover,
we also designed our own flyers which were distributed at all major universities in our region and
organized many promotion events in the region (3
in Slovenia, 2 in Italy, 1 in Austria) and received
over 70 applications. Besides that, we organized a
Podium Carinthia in Europe in Klagenfurt during
the promotion period.

Contact:
President:
Vice Presidents:
Board Members:

info@clubalpbach.li
Veronica Rungger
Thomas Wieser, Matthias Schwaiger
Florian Heiß, Alexander Pali

Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

Austria
Innsbruck
1998
18 / 3
100
www.clubirol.or.at

Contact:
President:
Vice President:
Board Members:

We are also active in the FAN. We were always present to all of the FAN workshops in Alpbach and
we had 4 board members representing our club at
both FAN conferences. Actually, even more people
that that were interested in attending. As expected,
communication is crucial in running an international board covering a large region. For this reason
we have Skype board meetings every month. If needed, even two times per month. Futhermore, we
met in person not only for our GA but also for our
the selection of our scholarship holders and discussed the future of our club there. Last but not least,
we want to activate our alumni network. We sent
out the first newsletter to all our club members in
June and we plan to send it 5 times per year. In the
future, we plan to organize an alumni reunion each
year in addition to our regular Christmas drinks.
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The past year was a very exciting one for the Club
Alpbach Tirol (CAT). At the European Forum
Alpbach (EFA) 2016 we had the pleasure to (co-)
host several events and fireside talks with fascinating people, such as Mr. Markus Langes-Swarovski
(Managing Director of Swarovski KG) and Mr.
Richard Pichler (Special Representative for External Affairs of SOS Children’s Villages International). As always, the cooperation with the other
Clubs, especially Club Alpbach Südtirol/Alto
Adige (CASA) and Club Alpbach Vorarlberg, was
exceptional.
After unforgettable days in Alpbach, CAT started preparing for the next EFA, which included
attending the Forum Alpbach Network Winter
and Spring Conferences, as well as promoting the
scholarships at the Career & Competence Fair, the
A21Digital Lech Summit, the Management Center Innsbruck, the FH Kufstein and the University
of Innsbruck. Amongst many great events hosted,
one highlight was the focus on European Mobility, including a fireside talk with Ms. Ingrid Felipe
(Vice-Governor of Tyrol, Federal Spokeswoman
of the Green Party) and a visit to the Brenner-Basis-Tunnel with CASA. The last year was great, we
can’t wait to shape the years ahead of CAT.
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Club Alpbach Burgenland
Contact:
President:
Vice President:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

michael.ibesich@alpbach-burgenland.at
Michael Ibesich
Cornelia Gerndenits, Rene Neubauer
Jutta Grabenhofer, Paul Pogats, Stephan
Steinhofer, Thomas Gross
Austria
Eisenstadt
2006
19 / 9
80
www.alpbach-burgenland.at

In 2016, our Club had its 10 year anniversary!
In those past years we were able to experience a lot
in Alpbach and back home. Our anniversary celebration was definitely the highlights of the year.
Friends and partners of the Club Alpbach Burgenland came to celebrate our „birthday“.

Club Alpbach Südtirol Alto Adige
Contact:
President:
Vice President:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

info@alpbach.bz.it
Julia Sandrini
Felix Obermair
Ruth Fulterer, Anna von Hepperger,
Roland Unterhofer, Anna Wolf
Italy
Bolzano/Bozen
2005
14 / 3
100
www.alpbach.bz.it

At EFA16, CASA held, among others, a meadow
picnic on participatory democracy, a reading with
three young writers from South Tyrol, a breakout
session on urban co-creation and the traditional

With our numerous events all over the year, we
are trying to adopt different formats in our activities. Next to panel discussions and fireside talks,
we established the event series „AlpAchterln - Auf
ein Glas Wein mit ...“ Another of those activities
was a hick to the highes spot in Burgenland with
Wolfgang Machreich (Press relations manager for
Ulrike Lunacek, book author) about the „EU Gipfelgespräche“ - Burgenländische Gipfelgespräche!
Moreover we had a change in our executive board
- bringing new spirit and fresh ideas into our team
and activities. Together with all our members we
want to bring the Club Alpbach Burgenland even
further ahead in the next ten years to come.
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herbstkultur – a cultural city tour of Merano combined with a Törggelen evening – we were joined
by many members of other FAN clubs. We held
two CASA_chats, one in November on the constitutional referendum in Italy, and a second one
in May on the presidential elections in France. In
April, at the Filmfestival Bolzano, we organized a
discussion with director Pasha Rafiy on his documentary “Foreign Affairs”. Our CASA_trip in June
focused on the general theme of the Tyrol Days
2017 “Mobility in the Euregio” with a visit to the
Brenner Base Tunnel construction site, discussing
the future of mobility. CASA also gave out free
tickets to club members to attend local symposia.
For our scholarship holders, we organized an award
ceremony and a workshop in July.

Career Lounge [with AIT]. In September we started off with a Politik Jam Session bringing together
politicians Arno Kompatscher and Irmgard Griss,
who discussed new forms of politics accompanied
by the folk-pop band Color Colectif. For CASA_

23

Club Alpbach Brussels
Contact:
President:
Vice President:
Board Members:
Country:
City:
Founding Year:
Scholarships (total/returner):
Number of members:
Web:

clubalpbachbrussels@gmail.com
Barbara Holzer
Daniel Spichtinger
Sandra Milev, Bruno Caria, Cornelia Kenda, Klaudia Feurle, Sofia Barbeiro Pereira
Belgium
Brussels
2016
6/2
130
www.clubalpbachbrussels.com

Club Alpbach Brussels (CAB) is a network of the
European Forum Alpbach community in the capital of Europe. It provides a meeting place and platform for students, young professionals and leading
figures in the arts, science, politics and business.

We aim at bringing Alpbach to Brussels by hosting events that foster critical discourse, interdisciplinary knowledge and - not least - friendships.
In the reporting period, our guest list included
Kristalina Georgieva, Koen Lenaerts, Violeta Bulc,
Stefano Manservisi, Ulrike
Lunacek and Franz Fischler.
We also bring Brussels to Alpbach by granting scholarships to excellent students and
young professionals based in
Belgium. We put particular
emphasis on selecting applicants from under-represented
countries at the Forum. Feel
free to follow us on http://
www.clubalpbachbrussels.
com/ and don’t forget to drop
us a line when in Brussels!

FAN members of the
EFA Scientific Advisory Board
The Scientific Advisory Board is one of the central bodies of the European Forum Alpbach with regards
to content programming: It proposes the general themes for the annual main event, prepares the Seminar
week and provides the Council and the Steering Committee with advice and recommendations regarding
the programme content. The Scientific Advisory Board consists of 35 renowned scientists and eminent representatives of the cultural sector, who choose one chairperson from among themselves. Currently, Caspar
Einem holds this position.
The Forum Alpbach Network is represented in the Scientific Advisory Board to shape the programme of
EFA from a young perspective.

Jutta Grabenhofer
Member of the
Scientific Advisory Board

Johanna Grames
Member of the
Scientific Advisory Board

David Calas
Member of the
Scientific Advisory Board
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FAN members of the
EFA Advisory Boards

FAN members of the
EFA Advisory Boards

Alma Zadic

The advisory committees are responsible for programming the annual European Forum Alpbach. The committees consist of scientists and practitioners as well as representatives of the European Forum Alpbach.
The Forum Alpbach Network is represented in the advisory committees to shape the programme of EFA
from a young perspective!

Legal Symposium

Christoph Schmidinger
Financial Market

Amin El-Heliebi
Health Symposium

Johannes Paar
Built Environment

Almina Besic

As member of the scientific advisory board of the economics symposium I was inentensively involved in creating the program. The work
in the board was proeductive and inputs of me as FAN representative
were taken very seriously. Support by the EFA office, Philippe and in
particular Verena, was very helpful. Many of my ideas made it to the
final program. The number of young and female speakers increased and scholarship holders participate in the Alpbach debate.

Wolfgang Eichert, FAN Advisory Board Member

Policy Symposium

Martin Kubas
Tyrol Day

Wolfgang Eichert
Economic Symposium

Andreas Eisendle
Tyrol Day

The advisory board of the financial market symposium met 4 times
in the run-up to the Forum. We had very constructive discussions
that were dominated by Claus Raidl and Willi Hemetsberger as well
as by Agnes Streissler-Führer and Jeffrey Owens depending on their
attendance.
It appeared to be rather challenging to identify young experts in the field showing an adequate track record and/or public awareness to be suggested for a
panel or a breakfast club. The same holds true for female participants. Nevertheless, the list of panellists appears in the end rather balanced. The cooperation
with members from the Oxford Union can be mentioned as a success in that
regard.

Christoph Schmidinger, FAN Advisory Board Member
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FAN Ambassadors

I connected to organization leaders, professors, popular bloggers, student influentials, etc. I gave group speeches. I wrote blogs. I organized
meetings and brought people together. I held many discussions and
Q&A sessions. Among all the Chinese students who reached out to
me: 133+ of them have submitted their applications (covering 69 universities, from 9 countries/ regions, more details please see attach name list).
112+ students did not apply this year, but will keep an eye for EFA 2018.
They got introduced to EFA through my efforts. I talked to each of them. I
had been trying to help and gained a good standing among them. We should
note that the name list above is far from complete - those are the ones who
managed to reach out to me. My influence has been reaching far beyond it.
There are much more
Chinese students (6000+) got the information about EFA2017 from my speeches, talks, essays, links, etc., quite a few of whom got inspired and excited.
Not every of them managed to talk to me and my name list misses these students out. Chinese students use different communities, like renren, tencent
QQ, wechat, zhihu and weibo, instead of Facebook(banned in mainland China), WhatsApp, quora, reddit or twitter. I talked to important public-account
owners, professors, foreign language teachers, institutes, liaisons, alumni etc.

28 Ambassadors in 19 countries
16 returning to EFA 17

LI Qiannan, FAN Ambassador Shanghai

As far as my activities as an EFA ambassador are concerned, several
things have been done.
One of the most important acts that have been done is creating a Facebook page under the title of Be a Moroccan Participant in EFA 2017.
The page can be accessed from the following link:
https://www.facebook.com/AlpbachMorocco
I did not only rely on the page, but also on chatting on Facebook and making
calls. I chatted with a university professor in Rabat who promised to tell his
students about EFA
2017. Calls have been made to friends in the north and the south parts of Morocco and I asked my friends to spread the word about Alpbach.

Mohamed Amine Choraih, FAN Ambassador Morocco
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