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PROJECT TITLE: De-Fence 
 

Project Description 
 
My name is Flora Geißelbrecht and I am a composer and violist from Upper 
Austria. My project “de-fence” uses an existing electronical piece of mine, made 
out of recorded fence-sounds, and wants to incorporate live musicians as well as 
performing artists like dancers and actors, and perhaps a video, to make the piece 
and message more powerful. 

Fences (or walls) are THE symbol of borders. Let´s just think about the iron 
curtain, the „besondere bauliche Maßnahme“ (euphemistic description of the 
border fence of Austria, built against the refugees in 2015, being translated as 
“special constructional arrangements”) and the wall, that Trump is so eager to 
build.  

I have been fascinated by the sounds that fences make when stroke or hit with a 
stick or the hand for a long time. I loved making the wooden laths and the ornate 
wrought-iron gates ring and sing, when passing by on my daily walks through 
Graz-Waltendorf. Iron fences sound like bells or gongs, and can almost have their 
own melodies, when their bars are of different lengths. In wooden fences, the 
irregular, natural structure of the wood makes every lath sound a little different, 
and when stroked quickly, an almost electronically appearing, murmuring sound 
results. But as beautiful as this little pleasure of mine is – I can only have it, 
because apparently even the tiniest front yard has to be fenced with metres high 
iron grating.  

Three years ago, I composed an electronic piece of music, titled „de-fence“ that 
was built entirely out of recordings of fences. When it was premiered in Graz in 
2016, I felt like the piece actually sounds more like a background to something 
bigger and doesn’t have the intended power if its just on its own, so I planned on 
making a version including live instruments (for example viola, as I am a viola 
player myself), which I never did back then. Now I would like to use the wonderful 
opportunity of Forum Alpbach and the International Evening, to create something 
strong together with a bunch of creative people! 

 

How is my project challenging borders?  
 
Fences are a great example of the conflicting powers of liberty and security – 
they can keep the panther in Rilke`s poem in, they can keep the refugees out, 
they can protect or imprison. 

The piece „de-fence“ is made for 4-channel speakers. The audience should be 
in between the four speakers, as the sounds of the fences are circling around in 
the room, making the audience truly feel like captured in an acoustic prison of 
different fences. 



 

 

The idea for the Forum Alpbach version would be to let the performers react 
(visually and acoustically) to the acoustic fences that are put around them – by 
welcoming them, challenging them, breaking them, being destroyed by them…  

There is a lot of room for experimenting and I am looking forward to see, which 
ways of reacting to borders are possible!  

Also there might be the possibility for a video artist, to produce a video out of 
the fences that can be found in the town of Alpbach, but this would have to be 
discussed more further with the FAN committee. Anyway, if there are video 
artists present, please don’t hesitate to get in contact with me, maybe we can 
find another way to work together, even if it can not be part of the international 
evening. 

 

Preparation: 

You can listen to the piece and think of some ideas how you, as a performer, 
would react to the sounds. 

Link: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dWiSS_kQizlzIbIBpwaoUcTT6w7GRLKX/view 

 

Brief overview of the performance: 
 
The piece of music and therefore the time structure is fixed, the question is 
what we put into it.  
 

Requirements for team members: 
 
Performing artists (+ perhaps video artist) 
 

 


